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Midwifery Development & Strategic Planning Meeting of Midwives Alliance of Asia 
(MAA) 
A meeting of international delegates was held in Jakarta, Indonesia on October 9-10, 2015. The 
meeting was attended by members of Regional Resource Center (RRC) and Dr. Della Sherratt, 
International Midwifery Consultant was also invited. The meeting was based on the following 
agendas: 
 Prioritization of the activities  
 Establishment of governing body for MAA   
 Formation of executive board 
 Making decision for the host country who will be providing physical space for MAA 
 Finalization and approval of MAA’s constitution 
 Revitalising sub-committees 
 Selecting few strategic directions for initial one year  
 Developing action plan for one year 
Expansion of South Asian Midwifery Alliance (SAMA) to Midwifery Alliance of Asia (MAA) 
Ms. Pahstoon Zyaee, Technical Advisor of ICM Headquarter shared brief history of the 
foundation of South Asian Midwives Alliance (SAMA)  back in 2008 with three members and 
later on SAMA gradually expanded to five members.  Considerable work has been followed 
since then and the concept of South Asian Regional Resource Center (RRC) was introduced in 
2011 with the intention that SAMA will be an umbrella and RRC will be one of the activities. 
Series of face to face, virtual meetings and teleconference have been taken place among the core 
group.  As a result of this, midwifery in South Asia was well presented at the ICM conference in 
Prague 2014, ICM Asia Pacific Regional Conference 2015 in Japan and as well as the Journal of 
Asian Midwives has been developed.  Based on demand from other countries in the region, the 
group decided to expand the alliance to the Asia region. Finally, she urged the participants to 
contribute to MAA in their capacity and remain engaged throughout the meeting to ensure a 
productive outcome. She also appreciated efforts of UNFPA Technical Advisors namely (Anna, 
Malin & Michaela) and core group members who could not to participate in MAA meeting for 
their on-going contributions to MAA.                        
Establishment of governing body for MAA /Board of Directors (BOD) 
Board of Directors consist of the representative from member associations (Feroza  Mushtari, 
Afghanistan; Halima Akther, Bangladesh; Emi Nurjasmi, Indonesia; Kiran Bajracharya, Nepal; 
Patricia Gomez, Philippine; Dr. Rafat Jan, Pakistan; Individuals: Manju Chugani, India; Fatima 
Gohar, Pakistan ; Pashtoon Zyaee, Afghanistan). 
Membership of MAA 
It was decided that the following can be the members of MAA:  
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 Professional Midwifery Associations  
 Educational Institutions providing Midwifery Education Individuals 
 Individual 
Formation of Executive Board (President, Vice- President and Secretary) 
 Dr. Rafat Jan, President (Pakistan) 
 Emi Nurjasmi, Vice-President (Indonesia) 
 Feroza Mushtari, Secretary (Afghanistan) 
Host Country 
It was discussed and the host country was decided based on the residency of the President 
therefore, Pakistan was selected as the host country for MAA. 
Involvement of UN agencies and development partners 
Before going in to the day II agenda point’s involvement of UN agencies and development 
partners was discussed.  After lots of discussion it was decided that at the movement lots of work 
need to be done focusing on priority activities for MAA. After establishment of MAA than 
Alliance will work for partnership with UN agencies (WHO & UNFPA) and other development 
partners will be involved starting from APRO region. MAA will officially write to APPRO 
UNFPA and other UN agencies (WHO & UNICEF) to introduce technical focal point from their 
regional countries. 
Finalization and approval of MAA’s constitution & Sub Committees 
Conceptually constitution was discussed in great detail, amended and approved by the BOD. 
After lots of discussion it was decided to revitalize sub- committees and selected members under 
each committee. The sub-committees were formed for Education, Research, Operation, 
Regulation, Association and the Journal.  
 Strategic Direction & Action Plan 
It was decided that few priority strategic directions for initial year and relevant sub-committee 
will work on the selected components.  Three strategic directions operation, education and 
association were selected and the action plan for the coming year focus on the following three 
objectives: 
Strategic Objective 1: Establish functional mechanism for communication, networking and 
advocacy 
Strategic Objective 2:  Standardize midwifery education in accordance with ICM’s educational 
standards 
3
Journal of Asian Midwives (JAM), Vol. 2, Iss. 2 [2015]
http://ecommons.aku.edu/jam/vol2/iss2/2
Strategic Component 3:  To strengthen Midwives Associations in the Asian Region (MAA 
Members) 
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